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The Occasion Marred by the
Killing of a Boy and the Injuryof Two Others Through
a Flashlight Explosion,

Yacht Is Christened by Mrs,
C, Iselin as It Slides Into
the Water in a Steel Cradle
After Dark, j:

Many Prominent Society Per-
oan ocoo \A/it nnoo + l-tnl o , m r* n
OU IUCjUO VV L UOO L w LUUilV^ir

i'iig, and a Number of Yachts
Welcome the New Comer.

Dimensions of Goiumbia.
Length over all 131 ft.'
On Water line NO ft. 3 in.
tieam . 34 ft. 3 in.
Dran^lit 11) ft. t» In.
l.ei«K-tli of mast. .. 107 ft. 5 in.
11a Kt from ilwk to
Pounds 77 ft.

Hooni ft. N in.
tftofl «5!> ft.
Bowsprit ">* ft.
Topmast <> "» ft.
Spinnaker pole 73 ft.
Sail area 13,1<M> s»«j. ft.
Lead Iteel weight 1M) tons.

Bristol. R. I., June 10..With an AmericanYacht ensign fluttering under the rays
of the St. Michael's searchlight, the Co-

lumbia.newgem of the ocean.the yacht
whichall true patriots hope will success-
*

fully defend the America's Cup, was
launched from the Horreslioff Company's

yardhere at 8:10 to-night.
Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin, the wife of the

new yacht's managing owner, performed
the ehirstening ceremonies and broke the

cup defender's sharp prow us the yacht
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The House from Which the

lid into the water of Xarragansett Bay. 11:There was a large crowd present, includ-; ^

ing a number of well-known society people 10
irow i.vew ions, .\ewport, jrroviuence unci r
Boston. Only a. select few and a couple of -s
hundred outsiders, who were permitted (
on the north and south piers at the las>t
minute, were allowed in the Herreshoff t
yard. This made little difference to the
newspaper men, who were either perched r
on favorable vantage points 011 land or in 3
boats off the end of the slip. j qs I]Lauiirheil 111 a Cradle.
Unlike most ceremonies of this character, l

the Columbia, instead of plunging swiftly jdown the ways, as is usually the case, was S
gently but quickly lowered into the hay on 1
«. unci i iuuir, n uu 11 ran uuwii an mcuneu 1

railway into the water.
As the Columbia slid down the ways her

progress was marked by a score or more of
explosions and blinding flashes of light. 't
Certainly the flash-light photographers re- t
ceived no help from the Herrcshcffs, who c

put every obstacle in their way by means rof boats with colored lights.
Unlike the Defender's christening four ^

years ago, when the yacht stuck 011 the
ways and refused to move for thirty-six ,hours, to-night's launching was in every 1
way successful and the Columbia was afloat 1in eight minutes. The only unfortunate 1
incident of the day occurred in the morning <
when William Young, 11 veteran vessel in- i]
spector, of Providence, was stricken with a
apoplexy in the Herreshoff works. He was t
immediately removed to Nat Herreshoff's I
home, but the doctors saw there was no i
hope of his recovery. d
How Society Was Represented.

Among the more prominent people at the !
launching were Mr. and Mrs. C, Oliver Ise-

R NEW CUP DEFEND!
NOW SUCCESSFUL!

1 f OLIVER. /£>?
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Mrs* G. Oliver Iselin, Wh
As the new cup defender slid int

last evening this lady broke a botti
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Go.lumbU Was Launched.

in and their four children: Mr. and Mrs,
V. Butler Duncan. Jr., and a small pafrtj
f friends, who came over from Newporl
11 the Defender: Herbert ('. Deeds* of IT'S
on; Woodbury Kane, of Rough Rider fame
fevvbury D. Thorne, F. W. J. Hunt, Ar
liur Iselin and Ernest Staples and J. V. S,
)ddle and Colonel Goddard.
Quite a number of yachts brought pariesfrom New York. They included Miss

hi sail DeForrest Day's Scythian, liana
on It. Moore's Marietta. Elbridge T. (le

y'sEleetra. H. T. Lippitr's Quesetta and

vas the Gloriana, Narada. Queen Mab,
Catrina. Adnenne. Fabian and Ramallat.
The Government torpedo boat Morris,

n attempting, to get a good position, uearyswamped a dozen or twenty small boats
n.d got a cable twisted in her propeller.
3 e Columbia's mast will be stepped on
Tuesday, and on Saturday or Monday she
fill be ready for her trial spin.

An Accident Mars the Scene.
While the launching was in progress, an
inknown photographer on the North Pier
ttempted to make a flashlight picture of
he yacht. From some unknown cause,
lie magnesium which he intended to use
xploded prematurely and killed a boy
tamed Napoleon Sans Souci. Another boy
tamed Balfour was horribly injured in
lie face, and a lad named Willie Siddle
ens quite badly hurt.
During tlie excitement several boys were
limbed off the dock, but were rescued
itfle the worse for their ducking. E. G.
tenniug and Walter Dawson. both of
'rovldcnce. who are employed by MillsXvk
'o.. of Olncville, It. I., are charged with
taring caused the accident. Penning was

i.llvlcOnl ,-,-liiln. i,

o take a train for Providence, and the
'rovid°nce police are looking for Dawson,
"he latent reports say that Siddle will
ie. while there is hope for Balfour.
Another Incident of the launching was
he work of it Providence pickpocket, who

fontiuaeii on f'ttgc Forty.
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10 Christened the Yacht.
o the waters of Narragansett Bay

le of champagne on the shapely bow.

Wm HUSBAND
TRIED MILL HER

Mrs. Frank D. Fligbee's
Alleaations in Fler Suit

for Divorce.
Chicago, 111., June 10..Frank I). Higbee,said to be a close friend of President

MeKinley and other persons prominent in
Government circles, is made defendant In
a suit for divorce filed In the Superior
Court by his wife, Elizabeth B. Higbee.
She charges that he lias been guilty of

infidelity and that he failed properly to
support her, although he is in receipt of
a monthly income ranging from .$350 to
$1,000.
The complainant also asserts that

defendant attempted to take her life by
administering poison to her.
In the bill the wife describes her husbandas a "notorious dead beat who is

absolutely ignorant of nouesty, who associateshimself with prominent persons
and corporations to gain their confidence
and deprive them of their property and to
procure means and credit to speculate
and trade by means of his influential and
prominent associates."
Mr. Higbee lives in New York at the

Marlborough Hotel. He lias concession
iroin nit; jBuaru 01 j^irtjciors 01 me I'iiris

Exposition for tlie exhibition of a statue
of pure gpld to be representative of a

model American woman. Maude Adams,
now playing at Powers's Theatre, has been
selected, it is said, as the model for the
piece, and during her former engagement
here negotiations were begun to secure her
consent. It is probable Miss Adams will
accept.
Mr. Higbee was a juror appointed by

the directors of the World's Fair to award
diplomas to exhibitors at the exposition in
IS!).'!. At that time, ,it is alleged, his con.duct called forth an investigation on the
part of the officials of the fair.
He was also the promoter of the selectionof Montauk Point for a camp for the

soldiers returning from the Spanish-Ainerjican War. The defendant is also said to
be largely Interested in the Dry Tortugas
boom and kindred enterprises originating
in Wall Street.
Mrs. Higbee alleges that on account of

the conduct of her husband she has been
compelled to support herself, and for that
purpose has embarked in the dressmaking
business at some place which she refuses
to designate.
The complainant and defendant were

united in marriage in church on May r>.
1181)3, and lived together until November 15.11896.

ALDERMAN SIEFKE IS DEAD.
intestinal Trouble Caused the Death of

This Well-Known Man.

Alderman Henry Siefke, of the Ninth
Assembly District, died yesterday afternoonat the Roosevelt Hospital, to which
he was taken recently, suffering from an
intestinal trouble.
Mr. Siefke was born in 1847 in the Sixjteenth Ward, which has always been his

home. After a public school education he
entered a law office, and from that went

gan to speculate in real estate, with un
varying success.
He retired a few years ago with a fortune,and built for himself a house in

Twenty-sixth street, near Eighth avenue,I where he resided Until his' recent illness.

CSjlJEIIB^
Collection of Alleged WitticismsSuppressed

at His Request.
WAS TO AMUSE LONDON

Will-M. Clemens Conceived the
Idea of This Little

Brochure.
V

MOSS-GROWN JOKES ALSO.

The Ambassador Is Gooc-Natured,
but Draws the Line at BeingsMadeto Father JChesnuts."

"THE MODERN JOE MILLER."

The Choate Story Book.
With biography of Hon. JOS, H. CHOATE.
12nio. TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. Now ready.

-
London. Jnne lO..Ambassador Clio.'ite

need not worry over the proposed issuance
of a volume called "Joe Choate's Jest
Book," which was originally published in
America. He appealed to Messrs. Sands.,
who wore to havV put the book out here,
and they have lolled the edition.

Whenever a man jumps into prominence
Will M. Clemens, of New York and Keokuk,la., "takes his pen in hand and
writes a book about the celebrity. In the
course of his life Mr. Clemens has exjpl.oited more stale jokes alleged to have
been uttered by prominent men than anv5body living. He did not write "Joe Mil!ler's Joke Book," but lie did write "Fa|mous Fuuy Fellows," "The Depew Story
Book," "The Mark Twain Story Book,"
"The Kipling Story Book" and various
others.
When Mr. Choate was appointed Ambassadorto England Mr. Clemens issued

the volume about him which England was

threatened with, until Mr. Choate, in dire
alarm, begged the publishers to refrain.
A few samples of the jokes may explain
Mr. Choate's anxiety to keep the reading
public of England away from the brilliant
production of Mr. Clemens. How is this
*ne, for instance?
Mr. Choate went into a resfaufaht and asked

< what they had for dinner. "Everything," roared
the waiter. "Bring it in," was Mr. Choate's reply.
"One order of hash!" yellew the waiter, and

Mr. Choate fainted.
Here is another witticism calculated to

make our English cousins laugh for two
or three days if you say it quick:
"Now," said Mr. Choate. glancing up admiringlyat the ladies' gallery at Delmonico's, abloom

with lovely women, "now I understand what the

Scripture phrase means: "Tliou madst man a little
lower than the angels.' "

Still another gem of wit and humor is as

follows:
Mr. Choate was embarrassed only once in his

long legal career. That was when, in a New York
court room, a laige, rotund and grateful black
woman, for whom he won an important case, ran

at him to bestow a thankful kiss on his lips.
Scrape the moss from this one and you

may perhaps recognize it:
A pompous young man bustled into his office.

"This is Mr. Choate?" "Yes," responded the

distinguished lawyer, with his blandest sinile. "Well,
.fc'in Mr. Wilberforce, of Wilberforce & Jones."

»' "Take a chair, sir," said Choate, with a wave of

1 his hand.
"My father was a cousin of Bishop Wilberforce,

and I" "Take two chairs," said Mr. Choate.
Here are some of the star .pieces in the

book:
One of his wittiest sayings was made over a privatedinner table, at which he and Mrs. Choate

were guests. Some one inquired of him who he
would like to be if he could not be himself. He
paused a few seconds, as if thinking over the list
of the world's celebrities, and then his eye rested
upon his wife. "If," he answered, "1 could not be
myself, I should like to be Mrs. Choate's second
husband.

Mr. Choate is a brave man. In the Supreme
Court, General Term, when lie' was arguing an importantcase. Chief Justice Van Burnt wheeled
around in his chair and began a chat with Justice
Andrews. Mr. Choate ceased speaking; Justice
Van Brunt turned and looked inquiringly.
"Tour Honor. said Mr. Choate, "1 have just

forty minutes in which to make my filial argument.I shall need not only eveiy si cone I of that
time to do it justice, but X shall also need your
undivided attention."
He got it.
A characteristic remark of Mr. Choate was

made about Lord Aberdeen at a dinner in New
York, where the then Governor-General or Canadawas the principal guest, appearing in kilts,
ill honor of his Scotch entertainers. Aberdeen
had made a neat speech, and the applause had
hardly ceased when Choate was introduced, and
proceeded to say some complimentary filings of
the last speaker, and to declare that if he had
known that he was to he peimitted to sit next to
his distinguished Scotch fiiend, the GovernorGeneralof Canada, "this Gordon of the Gordons,"
he. too, would have come without his trousers. It
was audacious, but the kilted guest was soonest
to catch its humor and led the laughter it pro|duced.
The book winds up with a recital of

how .Mi-. Choate was invited to speak at a
bati'iuet of the Sons of St. Patrick in this
city and gratuitously Insulted his hosts
land the other guests.

So now Joe Choate's Jest Hook" will
not come out in England; which is regarded
as fortunate, both for Mr. Choate and for
England.

FREE SILVER DEMOCRATS
MAY BAR OUT TAMMANY.

National Committee Will Be Asked to
Adopt Resolution That All Delegates
Must Reaffirm Chicago Platform.

Chicago, June 10..The meeting of the
National Democratic Committee, which is
!. be uekl in Cuieago, July 20, promises
to attract leading Democrats from every
State in the Union.

It is understood that the committee will
be asked to adopt a resolution, whieli will
practically debar front participation in the
convention Democrats who are certified by
State eoiiveiit'cn that fail to reaffirm the
Chicago platform.
Jolm c. Slieehan, former leader of TammanyHall, is coming at r.tie request oi'

friends of Mr. Bryan. Mr. Sheehan's real
purpose is to obtain, if p tssible, encouragementfrom the silver leaders.
Senator Tellpr, of Coheado. ex-CongressmanTowne. of Minnesota, and other distinguishedleaders of the silver Republicans.have been invited to atteud the convention
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Crescent Club Hous
John Brennan, of the Crescent A t

of a telescope ascertained that it wai
lice, who secured the mutilated body.
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Headless arid Limbless Trunk.
The black portions of the above

diagram show the parts of the
body which are missing.

BIG DEAL ON IN
NEW JERSEY LINES

All Trolley Roads in
Northern Counties UnderOne Control.

y

R.v the foreclosure sale of the New JerseyElectric Railway Company at.Secaucus
yesterday, the consolidation of all.the elec'trie roads in Northern New Jersey is beilieved to be assured. The '"White Line,"
as the road sold yesterday is called locally,
runs from Hobokeii to Lingae; but the companyalso controls the the stock of and
operates under leases, the Peterson. Pjjs|
sale and Rutherford, the Jersey City. Ho
boken & Rutherford and (he I'aterson CentralElectric Railway systems, about twen'
ty-six miles in all.
Chandler W. Riker, who bought in the

pronerty at $1,500,000. is expected to transferit to the company which has jufct been
organized in Newark by the Stanley syndi!cate, which proposes to eosolldate the
newly acquired lines with the North Jer;sey Street Railway, the Orange fc Passaic
Valley and the North Hudson systems.
When tlie bondholders of the White Mne

saw the stock of that company passing
into the Stanley Syndicate's hands they
brought suit in the United States Court
for the Third District of New Jersey for
foreclosure under the mortgage, and DanielYoung was made receiver. The Court
fixed the- upset price at yesterday's sale
at $1,000,000, and other bidders advanced
the price until Mr. Hiker's offer of 50 per
cent advance prevailed.

A. J. CASSATT GOES TO WORK.

Meets Officials of the Pennsylvania and
Gets in Touch.

Philadelphia, June 10..President AlexanIdre J. Cassatt, of the Pennsylvania Kailjroad, who succeeds the late Frank Tliom|
son, met the officials of the road to-day and

placed himself in touch with the departments.
Throughout the day Mr. Cassatt was the

recipient of congratulations. Assistants to
the president sainue! Ilea. William A. Parton,and B. T. Postleth waite spent some
(line in his private office,
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hletic Club, at Bay Ridge, saw some tli
3 the body of a man being borne in s h

Mutilated Trunk Was Foui
and Was Secured W

by the

Flesh Had Been Cut by
the Bones Seerru

Chopped
A yOTHER headless hotly mystery i

A\ the police.
The naked trunk of a man

the knee, teas found floating off Bay Rit

There tcere no signs of violence on t,

putations.
The flesh had evidently been cut iciti

severed with a blunt instrument, such as

ATo means of identifying the body ha

THE ghastly evidence of what the j
police of the Borough of Brooklyn
believe to have been a brutal murderwas found In the water off Bay Ridge

shortly after 8 o'clock yesterday morning
in the mutilated mink of n man.

The body was dismembered just below
both knees, and the trunk was severed
about two inches above the lower end of
the breastbone.
There a*e no marks on the body which

will lead t\an identification, and until the
head or other section of the body is found
4- .it. k,.linvo it will lie imnossi-
l ur puiicc ucnc i iuuv,

ble to find out who the man was, how he

met his death ant! the trunk came to be

floating in the river.
The only mark of violence on the body]

besides those caused by the mutilation was

a small puncture tyi the groin, which, it is
evident from examination, came in a perfectlynatural way.
The body was in such condition that it

is Impossible, so the surgeon who inspected
it said, to tell positively whether the cut

ting up was done before or after death,
but it is believed that the mutilations of
the body were made to conceal the graver
crime of murder.
John Brennan, the boatkeeper of the

Crescent Athletic Club, which has a club
house and boat house at the foot of Eightyfifthstreet, Brooklyn, made the discovery
yesterday morning. AVhile on the float in

front of the boat house, getting some boats

ready for a crew, he saw something white
bobbing up and down on the waves aboutaquarter of a mile off. in a southerly direction.toward iStaten Island.

Thought It Mas a Dog.
From the long aisrance it bum uui uc

told what the object was, but from its

motion it was supposed by Mr. Breunan
to lie a white dog or some other animal
trying to make tbe shore.
Mr. Breunan thought it might be one

of the dogs belonging to one of the club
members, and to settle the question he
got out the telescope to look at the object.Then he' discovered it was wliat he
jrook to be the body of a man without a

head.
The body was being borne swiftly on

the last of the flood tide toward the boat
club, and Mr. Breunan went to the clubhouseand notified the police of the
Eighty-sixth street station of what he had
seen.
When he returned to the float the body

was nor more than ,lo0 feet away, and he
could see then that it had been horribly
mutilated. By the tluie' that l'atrolniau
.Tobnson, of the Eighty-sixth street station,
reached he boathouse the body h:pl floated
by it and was being carried by the tide
toward the shore.
Policeman Johnson went after the float]iug trunk in a boat, and caught up with It

near the foot of Seventy -ninth street. He
tied a rope around the right leg. close to
the groin, and towed the body to shore and
drew it up in the sand.
.Capfain DrlscoH, of the Eighty-sixth
street station, when he learned that the
cvideuee of what might be a brutal murder
had been found, notified Deputy Chief
MaeKellar. and then went over to the
shore with Detective Taylor, where they
were joined in a short time by Detectives
'Connolly and-Desmond, of the Central Of\flee. A careful examination was made of

t lie bodv
Trunk Showed a Peculiar Cut.

The skin on the chest at a point about

two inches above the lower end of the
breast bone was found to have been \cut
entirely around the body in about a

straight line with a sharp knife. In some

places the cut extended to the bones, but
where the flesh was thick, as in the sectionunder the shoulder blades and under
the arms, the penetration was not as

deep, and the bone was not exposed,
The line of this cut was about on the

average an inch and a half below the
point where the bones in the breast and
ribs had been severed. The outer section
of the muscular tissue had the appearance
of having shrunk away from the Dones

by the action of tlic water.
While this cut had the smooth appearanceof being made by a sharp instrument,

yet in a number of places there were
discovered curvatures in the tissue as if
tne person who had made the cut was
agitated and the band trembled violently.
The bones, it was first thought, had been
cut by a saw, but upon closer inspection
it was discovered that many of the ends
were rougli and jagged, and looked as if
tliey had been broken by a dull pointed

DICATING [fll mn
ORDER rUUll U
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rmnk Was Sighted.
ing white out at sea, and by means
ore by the tide. He notified the pond

Floating Off Bay Ridge
hen Borne in Shore
Tide.

a Sharp Instrument, and
id to Have Been
in Two.

is taxing the ingenuity and cleverness of

, headless and with limbs severed below
Ige yesterday and brought to shore,
he body besides the mutilation of the anu

, <

h. a sharp knife, and then the bones veers

a butcher's hatchet or are.

ve been found.
weapon, such as a hatchet or a butcher's
cleaver.
The left leg liad been dismembered about

four inches below the articulation at the
knee. The right leg was cut off .iust belowthe kneecap. The flesh around the
bones in both legs had a similar appearanceto the tissue in the upper end of the
trunk, and bore evidence that it had been
cut first with some sharp instrument,
probably a knife, cleur to the bone, and
the bones had been broken in some other
way.
The left leg. at the section of bone

where it had been severed, had the appearanceof having been broken with
great force, while in the right leg, the
break in the front and the back were at
an angle, and indicated that It had been
cnt by a downward blow in both front
and back by the same weapon which had
been used to sever the trunk.

So Bullet Wounds Found.
A careful search was made for bullet

wounds and stab wounds, and what was

thought to be an injury by a knife penetratingthe abdomen was found in the
right groin, but Policeman Johnson settledthis by telling Captaia Driscoll that
he had tied the rope a round the leg at
the point where this wound was found,
and that there was no wound at that
place before he bae> i$s«! the rope.
The action of Vaves on the body

had evidently ca'ijtJl the rope to scrape
the leg: at this jWiiit and to cause this
minor injury.
A section of an intestine contained a.

et» n -niv o»fino<i <-iit which niisrhr have
been made before or after death bv a
knife, but it is believed that this injury
was made during the time that the body
was cut up after death.
Measurements of the body were taken.

The entire length front the left knee sectionto the top of the trunk is forty Inches,
and it is estimated that the chest in life
would have been of ;ftt to 42 inches, and
the abdominal measurement would have
been about the same.

It is estimated from the condition of the
body and the measurements that the man

in life would have been about a feet Id
inches in height and would have weighed
from ISO to 200 pounds.
Though the body had the appearance of

containing a considerable amount of adiposetissue, yet both In the abdominal Regionand in the section of the back nearly
ail the muscles were sharply defined, which
the police believe indicates that the man
was either a trained athlete or one used
to heavy manual labor, presumably lifting.

In the Water About 24 Hours.

Captain Driscoll, during his many years

of experience in handling bodies which had
been thrown up on the shore, has become
familiar with the length of time that
bodies have been in the water, judging

i. Klu nnlnlnll
from their appeai-auL-t-. nuu, ,,,

the truirk hud not been in the water more

than twenty-four hours before it was

found.
After the exr.mination the trunk was removedto the Brooklyn Morgue, and it will

be preserved, in the hope that the police
may turn tip some evidence, which will lead
to the finding of the other sectious of the
body and its identification.
Deputy Chief MacKellar believes that

it is nor unlikely that the other sections
of the body were thrown Into the river
at or about the same time' as the trunk,
and at once ordered a search to be made
for them. Two small patrol boats were

sent to Fort Hamilton, and policemen were

directed to patrol the beach from Brooklynto Coney Island Point to look for the
legs and the head.
The patrol boats ran over to the Staten

Island shore on the north and south sides,
also toward the Jersey shore and along the
entire water front from the Thirty-ninth

M EWt- TTnmilton. All those ;
jsireei ifnj re ^ v

who had been engaged In the (search last
evening reported to Captain Driscoll that
nothing had been found to throw any light
upon the case.

Captain Driscoll decided that it would he
useless to hunt for any other parts of the

body during the night, and that part of the
Investigation was put off until to-day.

All the police within the limits of GreaterXew York and of Jersey City and Hobokenwere notified of the finding of the
body, and their assistance, was asked to aid
in clearing up the mystery. At a late hour
the reports which had been received at

" --.U-- i- T,.i.i..
I'ollce Headquarters HI 1IIWP»I,IU >«.

various places which liad been commtmlratedwith told nothing to aid the local
police In their invocations.

Fort Hamilton Soldier Missing.
Captan Driscoll and Detective Taylor

went to Fort Hamilton, made inquiry
among the soldiers and learned that there
had been a row among some of the moa
on Friday night, and that one of the aol«

Continued on l'age Forty.
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